Subject: SkillsUSA Virginia Food Drive
Dear SkillsUSA Virginia Advisors and Students,
It’s time to put our "Service Orientation" into action! The SkillsUSA Virginia Alumni & Friends Association is thrilled to announce our first-ever Annual Non-Perishable Food Drive.
As members of SkillsUSA, we know that leadership isn't just about what we do in the shop or the classroom; it’s about how we show up for our communities. This initiative is a chance for chapters across the state to unite and make a tangible dent in local food insecurity.
The school with the highest ratio of items per registered conference participant (including advisors) will have reserved seating up front near the main stage during the opening and closing ceremonies. 
Note: Participation is entirely voluntary.

Drive Details
· Who: All SkillsUSA Virginia Chapters, Students, and Advisors attending the 2026 State Leadership Conference in Virginia Beach, VA
· What: Collection of unexpired, non-perishable food items 
Items needed include proteins (peanut butter, canned tuna), whole grains, canned fruits/vegetables, and baby items, which should not be in glass containers. 
· When: February 1st through March 9th 
· Goal: Collect 2000 food items and demonstrate the collective power of our organization by supporting local food banks during a critical time of year.
How to Participate
1. Set Up: Designate a collection point in your classroom or school lobby.
2. Spread the Word: Use your social media channels and school announcements to get the word out. (A little friendly competition between programs never hurts!)
3. Track Your Progress: Keep a tally of the number of items or the total weight your chapter collects.
4. Drop-Off: Please bring your items to the state conference and drop them off at the designated collection point.
Impact: All donations will be distributed to a food bank or to local charities to support families in the southeastern Virginia metropolitan region.

Why This Matters
The SkillsUSA Framework emphasizes Community Engagement as a core pillar of a well-rounded professional. By participating, you aren't just filling a box; you are honing your project management skills and proving that SkillsUSA Virginia is a force for good.
Thank you for supporting and making this first annual food drive initiative a success. 
