——m 2026 STATE FAIR - Promotional Bulletin Board

- N
1 T Monday September 28 — 10am
Skl]lSUS{ State Fairgrounds
VIRGINIA
LOCATION: 13191 Dawn Boulevard in Doswell Virginia 23047 — “Best-in-Show” Pavilion

ENTRY FEE: $20.00 per student entering the competition. Payment is due by September 25, 2026 to
SkillsUSA Virginia — 115 Hutcheson Hall (0908), Blacksburg VA 24061. Please register on-line at
www.skillsusava.org — opening Event - State Fair - Competitions.

DEADLINE: Registration will close on September 11, 2026.

ADMISSION TICKETS:
e Participants must have a Student Competition Ticket ($8 student and $12 adult) to enter the
Fairgrounds.

e Teachers are responsible for ordering tickets by September 18, 2026 ONLINE directly from the
State Fair Ticket Office at
https://www.etix.com/ticket/c/0B673755704EBOC7B865819C1BES568E9/4h-ffaadvanced-
payment.

e Advance payment schools must print a “Gate 2” entrance sign available on their website and will
be allowed to park next to the SkillsUSA competition in “Lot K or the overflow “Lot L”.

e Schools with reserved tickets must bring a check to enter the State Fairgrounds. The State Fair
does not accept cash or credit cards at our special entrance gate.

CONTEST SPONSOR: SkillsUSA Virginia Alumni and Friends

SKILLSUSA LEADERSHIP CLUSTER COORDINATOR: Tim Lawrence — Alumni and Friends
CONTEST CHAIR: Mandy Lawrence — Alumni and Friends

SKILLSUSA HOST: Julie Atkins — Alumni and Friends

NUMBER OF CONTESTANTS: Unlimited. This contest is a team of 1 to 3 members. Students may
compete in only one contest at the Virginia State Fair. NOTE: All students will be interviewed.

CLOTHING: Official SkillsUSA attire or polo. Dress shoes are not required as the State Fairgrounds
can be dirty and/or muddy.

STATE FAIR SCHOLARSHIPS: The State Fair of Virginia is offering the first place secondary
Promotional Bulletin Board champion(s) a scholarship of $300.00 divided equally among participants to
continue their educational pursuit. The State Fair champions MUST complete the provided scholarship
form before departing the State Fairgrounds.


http://www.skillsusava.org/
https://www.etix.com/ticket/c/0B673755704EB0C7B865819C1BE568E9/4h-ffaadvanced-payment
https://www.etix.com/ticket/c/0B673755704EB0C7B865819C1BE568E9/4h-ffaadvanced-payment

THEME: The National SkillsUSA 2026-2027 theme - “SkillsUSA: Level Up”

SCOPE OF THE CONTEST: The contest requires the development of a promotional bulletin board
using the SkillsUSA National Theme and it may also include promotion of local SkillsUSA chapter
activities or technical, skilled, and service occupations, including health occupations.

JUDGING CRITERIA:

Bulletin Board Design and Workmanship
o The majority of the board materials used must be prepared by the students.

o The bulletin board must be the original and creative work of the individual chapter

member(s).

Intent of the Promotional Bulletin Board
o The bulletin board is a tool to convey ideas, ideals or activities related to
SkillsUSA.
o The bulletin board should be designed to easily accommodate changes by using
interchangeable parts to reflect activities, messages or draw attention to a function.
o The bulletin board is not intended to be a wall hanging or poster board.

Bulletin Board Size
o The total size of the bulletin board may be smaller than, but may not exceed, the
following dimensions: 4 feet wide by 4 feet high by 2 inches thick (including the
thickness of the board)
o Board or Tri-Fold Corrugate Display Board may be used.
o A penalty of five points per 1/8" over size will be assessed.
Support — Schools must supply their own easel.

Bulletin Board Frame
o A frame is not required.
o A frame cannot exceed 2 '42” in width. A 10-point penalty will be assessed for failure to
comply.
o A frame can be made from any material.
Bulletin Board Materials
o Any material(s) used to attach parts to the board must not be visible on the face of
the board. A 10-point penalty will be assessed for failure to comply.
o All materials on the bulletin board used as background and to convey the message
will be limited to the following paper products:
= Construction paper
= Poster board
= Foam core
= (Cardboard
= Mat board
= All materials may be painted, colored or plastic laminated.
o No other materials will be permitted. A 10-point penalty will be assessed for failure to
comply.
o No audiovisual equipment, electrical, mechanical, automatic, or manual moving
parts are to be used. A 10-point penalty will be assessed for failure to comply.
o Student-taken photographs are allowed.
o The chapter name, school, city or state may be used without penalty.



e Cost of Materials

o A maximum of $100 (purchased, donated, or borrowed) may be spent on the entire
display and backing board (frame and support costs excluded). A 10-point penalty
for each $5 over $100 will be assessed.

o A verification or quote of the “fair market price” of the printing and/or other
materials used on the board must be included in the notebook. All donated or
borrowed materials must be included in the $100 (Fair market value is the cost of
having work done or obtained commercially — not cost of work done or obtained
through a school)

EVALUATION (400 points possible)

¢ Gains attention

o Focuses attention on important items (20 points)

Pulls the eye to specific areas (20 points)
Color commands attention (20 points)
Balance creates interest (20 points)
Shapes, lines, spaces, and colors create an interesting and readable bulletin board (20
points)
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e Development of theme

o Theme of bulletin board is the official theme established by the SkillsUSA
headquarters (60 points)

o Meaning and message of the bulletin board are apparent immediately (25 points)

o Graphic elements, lettering and illustrations allow quick and clear comprehension
of the bulletin board theme (25 points)

o Lettering is related in scale and character to the spirit of the theme (25 points)

NOTE: A 5-point penalty will be assessed for errors in grammar, spelling and punctuation.

¢ Quality of work

o Artwork is of consistent style and proportion (15 points)

o Computer-generated types, art or photos are sharp/smooth (non-pixilated) and
photos are properly exposed, well-cropped and suitably sized (30 points)

o Edges of cutout pieces are clean and smooth (15 points)

o Detachable or 3-D pieces are stiff and self-supporting with no paper curl (15
points)

o Tiled or layered pieces are properly aligned (10 points)

e Imagination, creativity and originality
o Bulletin board shows originality (20 points)
o Bulletin board is creative, in good taste and attractive (20 points)
o Differences in color, line and shapes depict good design and imagination (20
points)
o Illustrations, lettering, and background harmonize and show innovation (20 points)

e Interview (400 points possible)
o All students on the team shall participate in the interview component.
o The interview component will consist of two parts:
= Presentation
= (Question and answer session



e Presentation
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Notecards may NOT be used. A 50-point penalty will be assessed if contestant uses
notecards.

Student(s) will describe the bulletin board and how it conforms to the theme (35
points)

Student(s) will explain the process that they followed to determine the scope and
design of the bulletin board (30 points)

Student(s) will state the purpose and educational value of the bulletin board (30
points)

Student(s) will discuss the chapter members’ participation in the construction of
the board (30 points)

Student(s) will tell where and how the bulletin board will be used after the
competition (30 points)

Student(s) will discuss the benefits of the bulletin board to the chapter members
(30 points)

Student(s) will use the notebook along with the bulletin board to enhance the
presentation (40 points)

Student(s) speaking skills: variances of pitch, tempo, volume & enthusiasm will be
judged (30 points)

Student(s) stage presence, including poise, eye contact, gestures, confident
appearance, and attitude will be judged (30 points)

Student(s) mechanics as in diction, grammar, pronunciation, and enunciation will
be judged (25 points)

Student’s conclusion to presentation (30points)

Time frame for presentation 3—5Sminutes.

NOTE: Time penalty -5 points for each fraction of 30 seconds less than 3 minutes or 5
minutes will be assessed.

e Question/Answer Session (quality of student’s response to questions from judges)
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Student(s) will deliver answers that are appropriate, organized and reflect logic and
clarity (30 points)

Student(s) answers reflect knowledge and involvement in the bulletin board project
(30 points)

e Notebook Requirements (150 points)

o
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The notebook must be placed with the bulletin board prior to judging. Failure to do
so will result in the notebook not being judged

Notebook must be a one-inch SkillsUSA three-ring binder (10 points)

Notebook must contain pictures and supporting evidence (20 points)

Notebook must include a brief description of the purpose (20 points)

Notebook must state educational value (20 points)

Notebook must describe the development and construction of the bulletin board (20
points)

Notebook must be limited to 10 pages (20 surfaces) or less (10 points)



Verification letter to include:

o

o
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A letter certifying that the bulletin board was designed and constructed by students
will be the first page of the notebook (10 points)

A verification or quote of the “fair market price” of the printing and/or other
materials used on the board must be included (10 points)

The letter must identify the school, city, state (5 points)

The letter must identify the local advisor (5 points)

The letter must state the division (high school or college/postsecondary (5 points)
The letter must be signed by a local administrator (10 points)

Failure to supply the required information will penalize the entry as outlined

Items Evaluated Possible Points
Design/Workmanship/Theme 400
Interview/Presentation/Q&A 400
Notebook 150
Clothing 50
Total Points Possible 1,000




